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decided excess in 17 samples. The Canadian
standard for nitrogen content, 8 per cent. of the
total solid matter, was met by all but four of the
samples. Favourable notice was given to most of
the samples, and their keeping qualities appear to
be of the best.

Veodmn Pr&deg;otestant Hospital for the litsane, Quebec.
During 1913 477 men and 433 women were

treated in the Verdun Protestant Hospital for
the Insane, near Montreal. There were 247
admissions. Of 151 discharged 74 had recovered,
45 improved, and 32 unimproved. There were 92
deaths. The percentage of recoveries was 31’62 ; of
deaths, 10’10. The youngest patient admitted was
15 years and the oldest 88 years. There were only
eight voluntary admissions. Receipts were$159,938,
expenditure$162,465, deficit$2,527. The Quebec
Government contributes$142 per patient per
annum. _

Feb. 10th. 

Correspondence.
"Audi alteram partem."

AN INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
PATHOLOGY.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,-No one will be disposed to deny that

humanity is becoming more homogeneous. Local
boundaries and prejudices are passing away with
the increase in the means of communication and

rapidity of transit. 
" 

International " is the " leit-
motif " of to-day. The opening of the Palace of
Peace at The Hague last year is the outward

expression of this sentiment and, though the

project has been heaped with ridicule, still, taken
merely as a feather in the wind, any thoughtful
mind must regard it as of real import.
Art and science have always been regarded as

international, and in medicine the names of Pasteur,
Lister, Virchow, and Koch must ever be classed
among the extra-national in that their work knew
no national frontiers. What was so nobly said to
Lister might with equal appropriateness be said of
them, 

" 

Not a profession, not a nation, but mankind,
with uncovered head, salutes you." The world now
has a "Palace of Peace." Why should it not also
have a " Palace of Pathology " ? ’?
In this country already the Insurance Com-

missioners have at their disposal a substantial
annual grant for original research. Working on 
these lines, why should we not see an international
institute of pathology established on some neutral
territory and subsidised by contributions from the i

governments of the civilised world ? All medical 

material, other than clinical, might be sent to this 4

International Medical Commission; thither all .
medical publications, irrespective of country or 

language, duplicate slides of all unusual patho- 
logical sections and bacterial cultures, might be sent 1
for adjudication. But who are to be the adjudi- 
cators ? This problem might be left in the hands of 
the Permanent Commission of the International Con- 

gresses of Medicine. Is it a chimera to conceive a 
series of medical scholarships subsidised by the (

contributing nations and allotted on similar t

principles to the Rhodes scholarships ? Statistics, t

too, might converge on this institution, and thus t
much of the overlapping which individual national c

effort shows to-day be avoided. The project is a
vast one and would require infinite elaboration. I

merely submit it, in all humility, for what (it isworth. I am Sir. yours faithfully.

W. B. AINGER, F.R.C.S. Eng.
Sloane-street, S.W., Feb. 23rd, 1914

THE MEIOSTAGMIN REACTION IN THE
DIAGNOSIS OF CANCER.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-The brilliant results which have been
achieved on the Continent by Ascoli and a great
number of other workers by means of the meio-
stagmin reaction must make this a question of

importance to all who are interested in the early
diagnosis of malignant disease.
The object of this communication is to give a

r&eacute;sum&eacute; of 18 months’ work on this subject, and to
point out that the results obtained in England-or,
at any rate, in Scotland-do not accord with the
very favourable statistics reported by workers in

Italy, Germany, and Belgium. It is difficult. to
believe that Scotch blood sera differ from conti-
nental sera, and so one is forced to inquire if
the malignant disease found here does not differ
in some respect from that found in-those countries.
The technique can hardly be at fault, as the writer
was very kindly instructed by Ascoli and Izar in
the laboratory in Catania; and the later experi-
ments, reported below, were done in collaboration
with Dr. Uiizzio, who had previously obtained
most successful results while working in Vienna,
Heidelberg, and Trieste. In the experiments many
antigens were tried-various extracts of malignant
tumours, pancreas extract, pancreas extract +
cholesterin, myristil-agar, myristil-peptone, lecithin
in toluol, and finally a mixture e of linolic and
ricinolic acids. With none of these were results

obtained which could claim any diagnostic re-

liability.
With the pancreas extract there was a larger

percentage of negative reactions in non-malignant
cases-88’5 per cent., as against 61’3 per cent. with
the malignant sera. However, with 11’5 per cent. of
positive reactions in non-malignant cases the reac-
tion was obviously without practical importance.
Furthermore, the drop difference (" ausschlag ")
was not greater with serum than with antigen
(pancreas extract) and saline alone. The addition of
a small quantity of cholesterin was found to

neutralise, in part or altogether, the effect of the
pancreas extract. With the linolic-ricinolic acid
mixture as antigen, the results were still far from

satisfactory. 87 malignant sera and 85 non-

malignant were tested with this antigen. Of the
87 malignant sera 41 gave a positive reaction; of
the 85 non-malignant sera 29 gave a positive
reaction. In these figures were included a number
of exudates-chiefly pleural effusions-11 malignant
and 9 non-malignant. If these are excluded there
remain 76 malignant and 76 non-malignant sera. Of
the 76 malignant sera 29 gave a positive reaction; of
the 76 non-malignant sera 23 gave a positive reaction.
Only one serum gave a pronouncedly high positive
reaction, a reaction which arrested attention. This
was from a case of cancer of the mouth and tongue.
The first examination of the serum gave a drop
difference of 5’5. A second specimen of blood was
taken several days later, and the drop difference on
this occasion was 4’4. This case had been under
treatment with X rays. The patient did not differ
clinically from numerous others examined, where


